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The past few years have seen an increase in the number of 
regulatory, legislative and policy initiatives that threaten core 

characteristics of the open web that we as users have come to 
enjoy and rely upon. These threats come from both state actors 
and aggressive IP protection efforts. This discussion will examine 

the drivers behind these threats, their impact, and the Internet 
response. The discussion will also explore what strategies and 

tactics are available to pro-actively protect the open web.
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Mark Surman, Executive Director, Mozilla Foundation



who launches a 
browser to 

compete against IE 
in 2004? 



“don’t bet against 
the web”

John Lilly, Greylock Partners



courts streets



One of the fundamental issues here is under what conditions do intermediaries accede to 
government requests that have a censorship effect and which may threaten the open 

Internet.





Tim Wu
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can counterfeit 
Pine-Sol really 

cause 
salmonella?



there is a fight going on



not like this





v. 

not this either



more like this





who’s fighting?





Airbnb Faces Off Against 40-Year Old 
San Francisco Hotel Laws

BY TREVOR GILBERT
ON APRIL 4,  2012

For every one step forward that San Francisco takes to help businesses, it takes 
another step backwards. Case in point is the recently mandated regulations that are 
going to end up impairing the ability of Airbnb to operate in the city at current 
rates.
In a ruling yesterday, San Francisco Treasurer Jose Cisneros decided that Airbnb 
and similar services are responsible for paying their share of the city’s hotel tax.



Uber wins battle against price-fixing 
legislation in Washington, DC

By Amar Toor on July 11, 2012 03:59 am 

Uber won a major victory in Washington, DC this week, when the City Council 
passed an amendment that effectively legalizes the company's car-booking app. The 
San Francisco-based startup makes an app that allows users to hire private sedans 
from their smartphones. The DC City Council had been deliberating over legislation 
that would have mandated that these sedans charge no less than five times the 
minimum cost of a taxi, but that version of the amendment dissipated on Tuesday, 
due in large part to a groundswell of consumer backlash. Instead, the Council 





1 CNET News Internet & Media

Facebook vs. Google: The epic battle
The Facebook IPO will embolden the social network company to up its fight with Google for 
the online advertising market. Don't expect Google to back down.
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what’s the fight about?



protecting (their) interests
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how does it affect you? 





how does it affect the web? 
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governance
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“can't stop, won't stop”
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nine ate seven 



there is a resistance 















how do we make a 
difference?





sometimes we build stuff 



Firefox Mobile OS

Mozilla 
Marketplace



sometimes we help 
others build stuff





sometimes we build 
movements 





Center for Technology and Society





sometimes we make 
choices





sometimes we express 
our voice 





Mozilla’s Alex Fowler



who is we? 







“if you’re listening, you are the 
resistance” 

john connor
Terminator 4



thank you


